
OPENING SPEECH 
Marcos Acle 

Good morning everyone. 

It is a great honor for me to stand here at the opening of this Model United Nations Conference. I 

am deeply grateful to the organizers for having trusted me with the opportunity to deliver some 

introductory remarks. I especially thank Colegio Seminario and its Rector, Father Marcelo 

Copetti.  

Certainly, it is a huge challenge. What can I tell you, that you don’t already know? The one thing I 

am sure of is that when I was your age, I would have loved to take part in a Model UN 

Conference like this one.  

I believe that all of you here today have received a quality education; and you know -in general 

terms- what the United Nations System and the international order are all about. Not 

surprisingly, the topic you have chosen for your Conference today is right on spot.  

When the Organization of the United Nations was being designed in 1945, tolerance was at the 

heart of the debate. Back then, the international community sought to achieve lasting peace and 

security among nations, following two brutal global wars and the worst expressions of 

intolerance, discrimination, oppression and persecution that humankind had ever seen. 

Today, more than 70 years later, the context is quite different, but the value at stake is the same: 

Tolerance. Tolerance and our ability to embrace diversity, I would add. 

Every day we read about armed conflicts, terrorist attacks and hate crimes all over the world. 

Day after day, we are reminded of the endless humanitarian crises and extreme poverty that 

affect billions of people, aggravated in recent decades by the effects of climate change and 

natural disasters. 

In addition, record-breaking numbers of refugees and migrants are moving across international 

borders, fleeing conflict or seeking better opportunities away from home. Their journeys are 

often fraught with peril; and we hear about appalling tales of tragedies daily. Those that safely 

make it to a destination are frequently met with intolerance and fear.  

I am not talking about a distant reality happening in a land far, far away. We see this reality right 

here, in Uruguay, especially with migrants and refugees from many origins. Very often, facing 

difficulties to integrate into this society (a society that they have chosen -among many other 



possible destinations- to re-build their lives). On the other hand, we have difficulties recognizing 

the great value that this new diversity means, socially, culturally and even economically.  

Therefore, the main contribution we can all make to fighting intolerance is to be aware that 

there is trouble in the world, but knowing that we can help to make it change. And you guys play 

a major role in bringing about that change. 

My only message for you is to encourage you to participate, to get involved, to take ownership of 

all the national and international processes, at the political and social levels, to fight against 

intolerance. You must knock the doors of the main forums of debate and dialogue, and claim 

your place at the global table, as well as in national politics. But this demand must be one of 

absolute equality; not as a separate group with a back-up role. 

Recently, in 2015, Member States of the United Nations have recognized this; and committed 

themselves to creating the conditions to materialize this participation at all levels, as equal 

partners. As you may know, I am referring to the recent adoption of 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development. 

The 2030 Agenda established: 

 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) with 169 targets. These targets are all 

interconnected; and they integrate the three dimensions of sustainable development: 

economic, social and environmental.  

 More than one third of SDG targets reference young people explicitly or implicitly, with a 

focus on empowerment, participation or well-being. 

 There are 20 youth-specific targets spread over six key SDGs: Goal 2 (hunger), Goal 4 

(education), Goal 5 (gender equality), Goal 8 (decent work), Goal 10 (inequality) and Goal 

13 (climate change.) 

 Most importantly, young people’s involvement is recognized as key to achieve the calls 

for participation, inclusion, accountability and revitalized global engagement (Goals 16 

and 17.) 

Mr. President,  

I believe the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development should be one of the main guidelines 

during your discussions today, since it represents the international community’s ambitious 

response to the most pressing global challenges; and will guide the world’s development 

priorities for your entire generation.  



As I said, achieving the 2030 Agenda will require strong partnerships between all stakeholders, 

including especially young people. And I emphasize that SDG number 17 recognizes you as a 

driving force for development.  

Thus, I would suggest that the outcome document of this Model Conference (as well as other 

Model Conferences) be shared with decision makers at the national level and with UN Officials in 

Uruguay, as it represents a legitimate contribution and a fresh perspective to help achieve the 

SDGs.  

Let me finally thank you again for letting me share this important moment with all of you.  

I sincerely wish you a successful conference and a fruitful discussion. 
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