
OPENING SPEECH 
Gonzalo Silva 

First of all, I would like to welcome you all to the 3rd annual session of the Seminario 

MUN Conference and to thank you all for being here. We are very proud of hosting a 

conference once again.  

To start with, our conference is framed under the motto: “Tolerance in Modern 

Times”. We believe the issues chosen are a reflection of this idea that we understand 

must be spread around the world.  

Today, you will be debating on complex issues such as combating discrimination based 

on gender identity or sexual orientation or the situation of human rights in Venezuela. 

Some of the issues being debated, as the question of death penalty, are so 

controversial, that even if we were to debate them from our own standpoint and not 

the one of the country that we represent, the issue would be hard to resolve. 

However, I believe that most of the problems faced by our world stem out from 

intolerance. And intolerance comes from a lack of education. 

Tolerance is defined as the willingness to accept behaviours and beliefs that are 

different from our own, although we might not agree or approve of them. In my 

personal opinion, tolerance goes far beyond. I would define tolerance as the capability 

of knowing that we are different. Of understanding that our peculiarities are the ones 

that shape us. Of embracing our own distinctiveness, and involving the others as well. 

Tolerance is not only about believing that we are all the same, but also about knowing 

that we are not. Tolerance is not only about being accepted by others- accepting 

others, but it is also about discussing and stepping up for our own beliefs. 

Nonetheless, it is of utmost importance that we do not forget that, even though the 

biggest problems in the world stem out from intolerance, we presence intolerance on 

a daily basis. We see intolerance daily in the media, worsened by the anonymity social 

media provides. We are oftentimes intolerant. Not being intolerant is not easy at all. It 

is within the human nature to be judgemental. Intolerance is sometimes unwillingly 

triggered by ourselves. I myself am speaking about intolerance, while unfortunately 

sometimes intolerance sparks inside me. However, it is crucial that when this happens, 

we know how to manage the situation, we know how not to act on this intolerance, 

but rather act against it.  

Think of your lives, and of when you are intolerant. Understand that intolerance will 

come, whether from ourselves or from others, and that we must be ready to defeat it. 

The last few weeks have been a rollercoaster of emotions for me. I have got to realise 

something that I did not get to comprehend entirely along my MUN career. MUN is 

one of the biggest contributions we can make to society. MUN opens our minds, our 

understanding of the world. MUN broadens our knowledge, and as such educator, we 

can say that MUN bridges over intolerance, helping to thrive against intolerance. 



Some weeks ago I got to experience one of the biggest community service experiences 

from my life, Pachacutí. Surprisingly, I understood that going to help to a troubled area 

is not the most important thing. -I mean it is important obviously and you are invited 

to do so- But one of the biggest contributions we can make is to be aware of the fact 

that the world can change. We must know that the world is in trouble. We must feel 

compelled to do something. We must know that the world must change. But if we do 

not know that the world can, we would be hopeless.  

Start by knowing that the world can change, and -though it may sound as cliche- you 

will start by being the change you want to see. If someday you fall into the traps of 

intolerance, know that your situation can change. Educate yourself, try to understand. 

And slowly, you will.  

Today I encourage you to learn. Learn from your represented countries. Learn from 

your fellow delegates, student officers, or MUN directors. Learn from this environment 

MUN enables, to share with people from other schools. Learn and you will learn to 

embrace.  

I will like to end by thanking everyone that worked really hard these weeks to get the 

conference up and running. My MUN directors, who have tolerated me being 

sometimes too demanding, Silvana, Ernesto, Jorge and Soledad. My fellow student 

directives of the Seminario MUN club and the Heads of this conference, with which I 

spent hours planning the event, preparing the allocation and imagining how the 

conference would end up, Nicolás, Agustina, Juan Cruz, Diego and Carolina. My friends 

who, although their MUN career expired some time ago, are still at an arm's length 

when help is needed, Isabel, Cynthia and the volunteering team. And to you all, for 

believing in this conference, and knowing that today will be a great day. -or at least I 

hope you know that.- And I want to thank this school, Colegio Seminario, which has 

seen me since I was a toddler, and will see me leave soon, and that has taught me that 

our home is the world, and that we must start living like it. 

So, I wish you all an entertaining, enriching conference, in which we can learn from 

others, opening our mind to the world that we live in. I hope that today is not only a 

nice day for you, but a memorable one. 

I hereby announce the Third Annual Session of the Seminario MUN Conference, 

officially started. 

Thank you. 


